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(3) 
A Full 


RELATION 


Of the Blowing Up of the 


ANN FRIGAT ; 


And of the Tryal and Con- 
: demnation of the 


GVNNER, &c:. 


He A-», one of his Majefties Third-Rate Frij- 
eats carrying Sixty Guns , having been out at 
Sea a GCrufing, not unſuccesfully off the Coaft 
of Holland, came the laſt Month inte the Dock 
at Sherneſs to Waſhand Tallow, and provide 

other neceſſarizs, having endured much bad: weather, and 

ſore damage, being deſſgn*d after that Recruit to have. 
kept out all this Winter : For this purpoſe her Guns and 

(as it is generally reported by the Ships Crew ) all her 

Powder was taken out of her, and ſecured on ſhore, Being 

| KI | there 


-} 

there in ſhort time Refitted, ſhe was brought forth again, 
and when the dreadful Diſaſter we are foing to relate defel. 
her : viz On the Second Day of December , was Riding at 
Anchor neer 2uinborouoh 4 wail expecting that very After- 
noon, to have her Scores again brought Aboard. During 
this time many of the Seamen that had belong'd to her a 
con{tderable time , were allowed ro goon ſhore ; but the 
Preit- men and other new comers were kept on Board; where 
that morning abeut Nine 4, Clock tHey, were Muſter d, and 
after Dinner all hands apply thetaſelves with Diligence to 
get their Ship Rigged, looking cvery hour for their Stores 
coming in, for which the Gunner was gone, and the Cap- 
tain and moſt of the Officers gone a ſhorezexcept Mr. Apres 
the Purſer, whoſe Wife was row unhapily come on board, 
wich an intent only to yiſit , but as it proved in the fatal 
Event, to dye with her Husband;upon wi icttietle-thoughc 
of Errand ſeveral other women were alſo led thither by 
their own ill Deſtinies,. amongſt when ſome had brouphe 
their Children too, as if Fate had thought a Sacrifice ef 
the ſtrength of Men , and. beauty of Women not enough, 
without addirg theInocence of Babes to.compleat the Fra- 
pedy- Uh: ot” 
Stop heregood Reader ! and think it no Digreffion to 
conſider a little ſeriouſly what a bubble is Humane-Life ! 
How ſilent are the approaches of Death ? how neforeſeeq 
the Trap-doogs of the Grave ? Man that in pride 6f Health 
will needs now and then bluſter as if he could pluck down 
Stars,or throw the world off from its poles, what is heftill 
but a little brittle Elay ? kneaded at firſt with Tears, and 
then hardned by the Sun-ſk.ne of Proſperity, into a lump 
of vanity, which yet a Feavers Fire can ſcorch into duft, 
a.ſhower of Rhume waſh away into durt, ora blaſt, ina 
moment ſcatter into.irrecoverable Atoms. | 
Here might you have ſeen almoſt two hundred Souls, 
dbinkivg of. nothing leſs than their impending Fate, mw bo 

eed. 


deed inthe eye of Humane Rb they Were afe, Bting in 
Health, re neither 27 hey oo Enemy neer, no TempeR, 


no Powder neither as they poor. ſouls imagined , tohurr 
them : But alas! here they miſftake;, and Death ina pri- 
yate corner lays his Ambuſcade, for about rwo a clock that 
Afcernoon, as the Joyners (ſeveral. heing come from Shey- 
meſo? were buſie at their work neer the powdcr-room , and' 
all the reft aboard imployed, ſome managing and preparing! 
the Tackle, uther walking on the Decks, ſome merry with 
their Friends; and others ſecurely ſnoaring out their laft 
breath in their Hammocks, behold ! in an inſtant, fudden 
as a flaſh of Lightning, or the ſpringing of a Thought, 
comes ,a dreadful blaſt that blows .up af before it, and 
reads not only this Ship, but a, Fire-ſhjp that lay ,neer her, 
to pieces, Heaven is eclipſed with an aſcending, c 
Sulpher, and the bodies of men, women, and children pro-. 
miſcuouſly hurl'd with a furious impetuolity aloft into the 
Air, ſome having their brains beaten.our, with, or againſt 
the ſhattered;pieces of the Maſts and Decks, others diſani- 
mated with the violenceof the motion,or drowned at their 


fal. In brief, in the twinkling of an eye, there appear'd' 


ſuch a Scene of DeſtruRion , and ſpe&acle of Horror as 
would puzle the ableſt Orator toexpreſs it fully , nor in- 


deed do we SHge to agravate that Afflitionin the Read- 


ers breaſt which all good Natures gut ofa generous com- 
paſſion, will be ſufficiently ſencible 'of on lIuch deplorable 


occaſions :*Tis:tgo ſad a.truth, that one hundred and thirty 
odd. perſons of the Ships Crew, ſix Women , four or five. 
Children, aboutecight Joyners, and four Cawkers, therr. 
imployed there, were her by.without a moments wa rning. 

| Ll che into another world, and" only, 
cen.men, an qne Woman that ere thetr Aboard ſa- | 


0; conlideration djſpar 
ſeven 
ved,o 
hurt, but e N ſe: 
DONG fee ney naked wp'Dy the charitable aſſiſtance of ſome 
Bpars fr | 


who the greateſt part were woutided or grievonſly 
en 


cloud of 


aped through infaite mercy with their Lives, 


om Ships that lay neer. | To: 


(6) 
'T9.tell the manner how bY Powder took fire, is more 
we conceive than can certainly be done by any, but it js 
cough ome of the Workmen nor ima ating any Powder 
to be aboard at all , mighs be Iſs caretu} then otherwiſe, 
and ſo contributed to their own deftru@ton 5; For what il! 
endit lay there unhappily concealed may be gathered from 
the Sequel : For ſoon after the Contulion of the Blow was 
ver , the Officers coming Cogermer concluded; to rate in- 
to Cuſtody both the G#xxer of the Aa» , and of the Fire- 
ſkip thar-periſhed with her : Butche Lazrer giving a very 
ſatisfaRory account of bis Jnocence , was ſoon difcharged 
of his Conlliiment: But the former could not fo handſomly 
Clear himſelf, and therefore was contianed under a Guard, 
and after ſome time ſeat up to the Marfoalſes,. in Order to 
receiving his Tryal at # Counfel of War. - 
Accordingly on AMuiday the 22. of this inftant Decom- 
ber a Councel of War was held on board'one of his Maje- 
{ties Yatches, lying vet _-paint Towerwharf , where a- 
mongh other things this bulineſs was Examined, and the 
Priſoner charged with imbezelling his Majefties Stores 
committed to his Charge : and that by Concealing this 
Powder (which he defign'd to have diſpoſed of to his own 
advantage) he had been the Occaſion of deſtroying ſa ma. 
-, of his Majeſties brave SubjeRs, and of the loſs of the 
Ship 3 but deliring to Examine, ſome other Witneffes for 
clearing the matter , they Ordered im to be btought a- 
gain 0n the Weanefday folowing., OO 1 
On which day the Judge / OR and 'Councel of 
War ſiting in the place aforeſaiq, the Prifoner,was again 
brought aboard , and upon a full Examinition it was 
proved by Twe Witneffes that *he. rdere them co lay in 
Sixtecn Barrels of Powder in a peiyeee nufuaTplace ; ro 
beconcealed , which he” intended (ecferly ro; hive,get our 
and ſold; and this was the quantity of Powder which gave 
the Fatal Blow : Belides 5 artdther give" Evideate that a 
er CET 4". LOo__ 


a ba 


ef rhe Ship  whereds he .had+placed/onty One Hundred 
and'Thirty Barrels to Account \, fo that ic: was evident he 
hadMighly deſignedarleaft the converting-of.no:lefs. then 
Twenty Barrels of Powder to his own uſe, and was 
theredy'the unhappy Cauſe (by. Accident) of all this mi- 
Ferable gifts: whereupon the” Counce! 'finding/him 
Guilty ;*the Honourable Judge Advocate proceeded to 
tengo ag1inſt tim, Txt for ſath bis Offence he 


: This: Thanderbolr leveld- apainſ} bis life , the received 
with 4 becoming -ſubjeon, yer wich a_ Courage: thir 
eight taſt bluſhes on 'the Ga llamtry of; a dying .Sorwei ; 
and ahowgh nil /Spe&acors could not:bbrt-Appland the di- 
ſcreet ext ag andufticeof the Councei of War , yer 
at the | 

Priſoners unhappy Fate ; many that Abominated |þis 
Offence, haveing a love for the man , who was indeed a 
perſon before reputed honeſt, and of a quiet, induſtrious, 
obligeing Temper , quallities that much recommended 
him to the AﬀeRions of all the Common Seamen cen- 
cerned.with him: beſides , what added much to the Scale 
ef Compaſſion”, he hid a diſconſolate Wife , and Four 


or Five ſmall Children to leave behind him : But we. 


ſce how far that curſed delire of Money prevails even upon 
the beſt Natures, ſo as to prompt them for the ſmalleſt 


advantage, to proſtitute their be a , Honour , Con- 


ſcience and all, and Apt dots Nefarious Crimes, 
Fellonies, Bnrglaries; and QtHer too C 


Law, thongh Heinous and Inſufferable in themſelves, arc 
yet but Private Injuries , and Damnifie only ſome parti- 
cular perſons, but Embeſeling er Purloyning the Stores 
or Manitions of War, eſpecially in ſach a jun elides 
ratitude .abuling his Adaje | | 


ous Truſt) is a kind of Crvil Sacriledge , and of 3 Wore 


\ 


- of 


PO. (7) 
 Hundred'and Forty Barrels of Powder: were delivered out 


me 'ctime- they co:lefs heartily Commiſeraced the” 


mon violations ef. 


miſz- 
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iſcheiv s conſe f..; RO adi tha 
miſcheivous Iog' [1 0:the, than 
Viltawy, 

4K 


any oir's Amada in;the whole Catalogue of? 
If there be-yet:Any (as for the Hohaur: of: out Country we 
moſt paſſionately wiſh ſhe may neverbe guilty pf producing 
one of that viperous brood) who Traiteroully prefer their 
own Private Lacre'\and Emolnment before the 'Honour, 
Safety, and Advantageef their . Xing and Country , who 
ſhall endeavour to miUſpole.p 19m CD or by 
mixing the Duſt of Sea»coals with their Powder render it 
more weak, and.leſs cffetual , to the unſpeakable abuſe 
of bis Majeſty, and prejudice of his Service againſt his 
Enemies, or that uſe any ſuch or the like heliſh cheativg 
devices. Oh ! may they with Confuſion beholditheir errors 
timely diſcovered by the pradent vigilancy of our Syperi 
ors , and as they have lived:without any: true Hon 

be proceeded againſt without mercy , and. dy&- with 
Pitty. 10 | $7 6b 1 , L61 TU. af (| % 4 ; 
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